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Reviewed by Tim Murray

This book is a delight. It is a great story very well told. It is a story of interesting (and occasionally
famous) people in a fascinating place, in a supposedly more innocent and gentle time. The production
values are high, the illustrations marvellously evocative. Hester Davis and the Peabody Museum of
Archaeology and Ethnography at Harvard have done a simply splendid job of telling the story of
archaeological fieldwork among the Hopi of northern Arizona in the years before the outbreak of
the Second World War. This book is eloquent testimony to the value of meticulous record keeping,
and to the value of archives. It is also an elegant testimony to the changing relationships between
archaeologists and the indigenous groups among which they practice their profession.

This is brought out very clearly in the Hopi history of Awat'ovi, written by Eric Polingyouma of the
Blue Bird Clan, Shungopavi Village.

Awat’'ovi is an anclent place. As Davis reminds us it is one of the first villages built on the Hopi Mesas,
starting life around AD 700 before the Hopi settled in the area. The village had a complex and, after
the arrival of the Spaniards, frequently violent history. Villagers joined the pueblo uprising of 1680,
and when the Spanish returned in 1700 the Hopi destroyed the place, and its inhabitants settled
in other villages on the mesas. Were it not for the intention of the Peabody Museum to excavate
Awat’ovi in the 1930s, matters would have rested there. As it was the excavations divided the Hopi
community, with many opposed to it. The excavation stands as an example of what we have moved so
far away from since the genesis of community archaeology — a lack of informed consent, little or no
consultation, and little or no sharing of information, and results.

But Davis’ book is much more than a documentation (and oral history) of what took place during
five years ‘on this last of the grand expeditions in the United States’. This is a book about the social
process of excavation and analysis, about life in camp and the conduct of fieldwork. Through the
detail of journals and record books Davis brings the world of southwestern archaeology in the pre-
war period to life as few others have. It stands as a significant contribution to the social history of
archaeology itself and deserves a wide readership.
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