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Reviewed by Tim Murray

It has long been understood that the Danish National Museum (founded 200 years ago) has played a
major role in the history of archaeology. This book, the consequence of Jakobsen’s PhD dissertation,
is published by Acta Archaeologica as a celebration of that milestone. The Copenhagen Museum (and
the truly awe-inspiring documentation of Danish archaeological sites that is housed in its archives) is
an institution of the first importance, and Jakobsen and her collaborators have done it proud.
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The bulk of this wonderful book is an extended essay: “The Origins of the National Museum of
Denmark 1807—-1848. An Account of the Years of the Royal Commission for the Preservation of
Antiquities Based on the Commission’s Minute Books’. In it we have the best discussion to date of
the history of Danish archaeology during those vital years before the revolution that swept Europe
in 1848. Jakobsen has mined the minute-books of the Royal Commission to great effect, providing
significant detail as well as assured synthesis. It's a significant achievement that is enhanced by high
quality production of the many illustrations that grace the text.

Jakobsen’s account is supported by two editorial appendices. The first, written by Fischer-Hansen,
examines the role of Frederik Miinter in the establishment of the Royal Commission. Although only
short it provides important contextual detail concerning the influence of antiquarian scholarship
in Sicily on Miinter, who acted as a vector for ideas about the investigation and management of
antiquity to move from Sicily to Denmark. The second appendix presents a very brief history of the
Royal Society of Nordic Antiquities. The volume is completed by the publication (in Danish) of a
transcription of the minute books of the Royal Commission.





