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VII. Death Notices of Colleagues Engaged in Writing the History of Archaeology

Professor Fred W. Voget (Ph.D., 1948, Yale University), scholar, teacher, and my mentor during my under-
graduate years at Southern Illinois University at Edwardsville passed away on 8 May 1997 after a short
illness. Professor Voget, although an expert on the Crow, was one of the earliest anthropologists in the
United States to have the vision of a history of anthropology that should be a part of every program of
undergraduate anthropology in American colleges and universities. I became aware of his interest in the
history of anthropology and archaeology in 1969 in discussions with him in his office. There I came to
know vividly the early contributions of Franz Boas to archaeology and about such names as Adolph
Bandelier, Alfred Vincent Kidder, and Walter W. Taylor. Fred would always send students out of his office
with books related to some facet of the history of Americanist anthropology and demand that they return
several days later and provide him a recitation of what they had learned from the “suggested readings.” This
was my first exposure to the history of anthropology and archaeology, an event that was to focus my interest
and attention on the history of Americanist anthropology during my own career.

Fred’s scholarship was impeccable. His research and capacity for historical synthesis of the origins and
development of Americanist archaeology was outstanding. Fred always insisted research in and writing the
history of anthropology should be recognized as a “proper field of endeavor and should be valued and
rewarded” in Departments of Anthropology. He was a pioneer in writing the history of anthropology and
will be sorely missed by those who knew him and by those he enlightened.

Douglas R. Givens
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